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Clean Architecture in ASP.NET Core: What Actually
Belongs in Each Layer
A prac�cal breakdown of what belongs in Domain, Applica�on, Infrastructure, and Web - and what
doesn't.
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Clean Architecture gets misapplied constantly - usually by pu�ng En�ty Framework a�ributes in Domain en��es,
or business logic in controllers. The rule of thumb: Domain has zero framework dependencies, Applica�on defines
interfaces the outside world implements, Infrastructure is the only layer that knows about EF Core or Iden�ty, and
Web only orchestrates HTTP concerns.

Get this boundary right early - untangling it later is expensive.
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